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FINENEIFIIEFS MESSACIE

It is my pleasure to serve as your Fire Chief. As we conclude 2018 and launch
into 2019, there is no doubt that wildfires are on the forefront of people’s minds.
The fire problem is undeniably growing in frequency and severity, along with
the problem that smoke is causing for us and our businesses. As your Fire
District, we are supporting our agency partners, such as the Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry and the Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office, who are tackling
complex policy issues related to reducing the impact of wildfires.

There is work that we can do in the meantime. Our team here at Fire District 3
is committed to reducing the risk that faces our community, and you are our
partner in achieving that goal. Collectively, it is our mission to preserve the
quality of life you value so deeply as patrons of our District and residents of this
great valley. The greatest impact we can have as a community is through
your engagement and partnership with the Fire District 3 team. Preserving
quality of life is a community  effort that starts with risk reduction.

The theme of our newsletter is Community Risk Reduction (CRR); empowering
you as our partners in the effort of preserving quality of life and minimizing the
impacts of emergencies to us and our neighbors. Our programs are geared
towards providing you with key information and tools that will lead us to im-
proved service and results. While we take our duty to serve the community
seriously, there are steps that can be taken to prevent or reduce the severity
of emergencies before they happen. Our aim in this newsletteris to leave you
feeling empowered to be part of our Community Risk Reduction team and to
know what steps you can take to be proactive.

continued on page 2
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continued from page 1

As committed and engaged members of our community, we ask that
you be a leader in your neighborhood by using Firewise resources to
create a defensible space around your home and creating a thor-
ough evacuation plan. As part of your evacuation plan, we would
encourage you to sign up for the Citizen Alert system on your smart-
phone at www.jacksoncounty.org/alert. These alerts will notify you
of evacuations in your neighborhood, or the neighborhood of your JEAASA R FaRIS 607
choosing, no matter where you are. With that task completed, we JRASIRRE=S

ask that you help your neighbors do the same. We ask that you be
trained in Hands-Only CPR (if not CPR certified) and know how to use IRSIS»IaNIERIININI=D)
an automated external defibrillator (AED). We have AEDs in public jEINERINNbRReI NN Aol
spaces throughout our community for use in the unfortunate event of
a cardiac arrest emergency. Their locations are available through the
Pulsepoint App on your smartphone. We ask that you check smoke FIREWISE USA®
alarms in your home to ensure they are working; we have resources SITES CREATED
to help if your smoke alarms are missing or not functioning correctly.
Contact our office or ask a Firefighter for information on the public JRVEEeIIN
education and smoke alarm programs that are available to you. SUBSCRIBERS

We are proud to serve such a great community and appreciate your

commitment to being prepared, informed, and willing to help in our efforts to preserve quality of life

and protect property in this community. If you are social media savvy, please share your community
risk reduction story with us by tagging FD3 and using the hashtag #FD3CRR. If so-
cial media is not for you, please call our office or tell a Firefighter how you have
engaged in our efforts to reduce risk in the community so that we may celebrate
with you.

Please enjoy this newsletter but remember this is a call to action, as you are part of
our team to reduce the occurrence and impact of emergent and catastrophic
events in our community.

For questions on our programs, or to know how you can be better prepared to
prevent or assist during an emergency, please contact our office (541-826-7100)

Peputy Fire Marshal or ask our Firefighters.

Mark Northrop
checking a smoke alarm

| am proud to be your Fire Chief and to have you on our Community Risk Reduction Team because
“Together We're Better”!

Respectfully,

24 #FD3CRR

Robert B. Horton
Fire Chief

SIMOINIE /AL/ARMS

For the past six years, Fire District 3 has installed and tracked thousands of smoke alarms throughout
the District. The District’s longstanding smoke alarm program is free of cost to FD3 residents living
in Central Point, Eagle Point, White City, Agate Lake, Sams Valley, Dodge Bridge and Gold Hill. In
2018, the District focused on messaging presented by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).
LOOK. LISTEN. LEARN. Be aware. Fire can happen anywhere.

According to the NFPA, four out of five U.S. fire deaths occur inside the home. By following these three
steps, residents can learn how to prevent deadly fires.

1. LOOK for places that could start a fire.

2. LISTEN for the sound of a smoke alarm.

3. LEARN two-ways out of every room in the home.

The statistics are staggering when weighing the benefits of working smoke alarms in the home. During
a fire, residents may have as little as two minutes to escape. Working smoke alarms can cut the risk
for injury or death by home fire in half. Smoke alarms should be installed on each level of the home,
in each sleeping area, and outside the sleeping areas. It is also important to know that most home
fires start between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m., hence the importance to have working smoke alarms in each
bedroom.

Group photo at the Septemeber 2018 smoke alarm event.

In September of 2018, an exciting collaboration occurred when Fire District 3, the local American Red
Cross, Charter Spectrum, the Chamber of Medford/Jackson County, and Eagle Point Chamber of
Commerce teamed up to install smoke alarms in the White City and Central Point areas. With near-
ly 40 volunteers, the group set out to install smoke alarms in close to 400 homes. In total, 203 smoke
alarms were installed in homes that are now better prepared in the event of a fire. This was a very
successful partnership and is something the District looks forward to repeating in the future.

By ensuring that working smoke alarms are in each residence, the District fulfills their mission, vision,
and first strategic initiative; preserving quality of life and minimizing the direct impact of fire. In 2018
alone, 607 smoke alarms were installed by Fire District 3 employees and volunteers. The ultimate goal
is fo have every home equipped with working smoke alarms.

If you are in need of smoke alarms in your home, please call 541-826-7100.
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In 2016, Oregon implemented Senate Bill 79 (SB79) which requires students in grades seven through
twelve to receive CPR and AED training developed by the American Heart Association, American
Red Cross, or another nationally recognized training protocol before graduating.

In 2018, Fire District 3 entered into our sixth year teaching Adult Hands-Only CPR to seventh grade
students. The progam reached five middle schools and over 650 students who are now trained
with an invaluable lifesaving skill. Adult Hands-Only CPR, which is also referred to as CPR Anytime,
is a multi-county effort that teaches thousands of seventh grade students the basics of CPR while
keeping themselves safe from exposure to bodily fluid, previously associated with mouth to mouth
resuscitation.

CPR classes are typically taught in the latter part of the calendar year. Funding for the purchase
of the CPR manikins and curriculum were made possible by the John and Nora Darby Heart
Fund, Carpenter Foundation, Asante, FEMA, and the support of Dr. Paul Rostykus and Samantha
Mattheny. To see the students in action and event photos, be sure to check out our social media
pages on Facebook @JCoFD3 and Twitter @ JCFd3Firelnfo.

White Mountain Middle School and Scenic Middle School CRP Anytime classes.

Hands Only CPR
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Hands-Only CPR has been shown to be effective for cardiac arrest.
It can double or even triple a victim’s chance of survival.

JACKSON COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT 3

Proudly Serving the Communities of Central Point, Eagle Point, Gold Hill
White City, Agate Lake, Dodge Bridge and Sams Valley

RECREATIONAL FIRE & RESIDENTIAL BURNING PERMIT
Your burning permit must be presented to fire crews upon request.

You are responsible for reading and understanding this information.

Per Oregon Fire Code Section 307.3, the fire code official is authorized to order extinguishment of a fire that creates or adds to a
hazardous situation.

Fire extinguishing equipment (water, shovel, or rake) must be readily available for use.

Fires and burning must be under constant supervision of a responsible person with immediate access to a phone.

Fires and burning must be extinguished if conditions develop that could cause fire spread (wind, flying embers, etc.).
LIABILTIY: This permit does not relieve the person conducting the burning from criminal or civil liability for damages arising
from burning occurring under his/her control. Violations of the burning requirements may result in the issuance of a citation,
civil penalty and/or suppression cost recovery.

SN

A RECREATIONAL FIRE is an outdoor fire in a protected pit, barbeque pit, fabricated fire pit or chimineas. Allowed
burning materials include charcoal and firewood. Dimensions of the fire are limited to maximum of three feet (3’) in
diameter and two feet (2’) in height and MUST be 15’ from structures. Recreational fires MUST be attended by a
responsible adult at all times while burning.

Recreational fires are allowed year round as long as they remain under constant supervision
and do not pose threat of unintended spread.

RESIDENTIAL BURNING consists of burn piles with leaves, brush and/or yard trimmings. Dimensions of the
piles are limited to maximum of three feet (3’) diameter and two feet (2’) in height and must be 25’ from
any structures.

Residential burning outside of the DEQ Air Quality Maintenance Area is allowed only on
designated burn days when the Ventilation Index is above 400. Call 541-776-7007 to
determine if it is a burn day.

Residential burning inside the DEQ Air Quality Maintenance Area is allowed on designated
burn days when the Ventilation Index is above 400 on calendar days between March 15t and
October 315, Call 541-776-7007 to determine if it is a burn day. No burning is allowed in the
AQMA from November 15t — February 28",

RESIDENTIAL BURNING IS EXPRESSLY DISSALLOWED DURING FIRE SEASON. Fire Season is declared by the Oregon

State Forester when the potential of fire spread is determined to be a hazard, typically during dry and/or hot months.

You may not burn these and similar materials:

*Construction materials *Stumps *Insulated wire *Demolition materials *Petroleum products *Chemically treated material
*Plastic/rubber products *Auto parts *Animal remains *Any animal/vegetable matter resulting from handling, preparation, cooking
or food service *Residential garbage *Any other material which emits dense smoke/noxious odors.

Ventilation Index & Fire Season Information 541-776-7007
(Call to check if it is a burn day or not)

DEQ Air Quality Maintenance Area Information 541-774-8207

(Call to check if you are inside or outside the Air Quality Maintenance Area)

Jackson County Fire District 3 - 541-826-7100 or visit www.jcfd3.com
(Call if you have any further questions)
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Fire safety education is and always has been an important piece in building strong and safety-mind-
ed thinkers in our community. 2018 was filled with educating the young minds in our schools about
smoke alarms and early notification, knowing two-ways out of each room, creating a meeting place
outside the home, and other home-safety messaging. With busy families and schedules, the District
empowers each student to take what they have learned home to their siblings, parents, and families.

This year's target age group was first grade. Starting in October, the District visited over 1,000 elemen-
tary children to go over key age-appropriate fire safety messages through the reading of No Drag-
ons for Tea. What better way to learn about fire safety than through the eyes of a girl who befriended
a dragon?¢ As you may expect, the story progresses and the dragon lets out a big sneeze which
sets the tea party and table ablaze. The little girl then walks the dragon through the important steps
of evacuating the home safely. The lighthearted book teaches children the importance of smoke
alarms, getting out of the home quickly (not hiding), knowing two ways out of each room, creating
a meeting place outside the home, and calling 9-1-1.

The District also participated in a pilot program in 2018, teaching fifth grade students at Jewett
Elementary about evacuation levels and the importance of creating an emergency “go kit.” Over
120 students discovered what it takes to build an emergency kit to last them a minimum of 72-hours.
From flashlights to first aid kits, the students took time to think about what they would need in the
event of an emergency. The class discussed wildfires while creating the kits, but the students under-
stood that the bags could be used for a variety of natural disasters such as flooding or earthquakes.
Each student wrote their names on the bags, and were instructed to put the supplies in an easily
accessible area in their room. Extra clothing, water, food, and medications were also to be added
when students returned home.

What was the highlight of the class¢ Most students said it was the fruit snacks that were placed inside
the kits for extra snacks. Parents, you may need to add additional food now that the supply is low!

Fifth grade students at Jewett Elementary School creating emergency “go kits.”

FIREWISE USAC PROXERVAIN

FIREWISE USA

RESIDENTS REDUCING WILDFIRE RISKS
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Thanks to our partners at Jackson County Emergency Management, there are a host of programs
and resources available for the community to use to better prepare and implement before a disaster
strikes. During certain types of disasters, such as wildfires or floods, residents may need to leave their
home in order to remain safe. A family disaster plan should be created and include locations where
you and your animals can evacuate.

When it comes to evacuation, it is important to know that re-entry into evacuated areas will likely be
denied until conditions are safe. In cases where some entry is allowed, residents will need proof of their
address (such as a government-issued ID). Although you will not be forced to evacuate your home, if
you choose to leave you may not be allowed to return until the danger has passed. In order to keep
everyone safe, citizens need to stay out of the evacuated area so that emergency workers can do
their best to minimize the impact to homes and businesses.

Evacuating when asked to do so allows emergency workers to focus on controlling the disaster instead
of saving the lives of people who have chosen to stay. Be sure to take your animals with you when you
evacuate. Remember - if it's not safe for you, then it's not safe for them!

In 2014, the State of Oregon adopted a three-level evacuation process. It's important to understand
what these levels mean in case you are ever asked to evacuate.

LEVEL 1 evacuation means “BE READY" for potential evacuation. Residents should be aware of the
danger that exists in their area, monitor emergency services websites and local media outlets for
information. This is the time for preparation and precautionary movement of persons with spe-
cial needs, mobile property and (under certain circumstances) pets and livestock. If conditions
worsen, emergency services personnel may contact you via an emergency noftification system.

LEVEL 2 evacuation means “BE SET" to evacuate. This level indicates there is significant danger to
your areq, and residents should either voluntarily relocate to a shelter or with family/friends outside of
the affected areaq, or if choosing to remain, to be ready to evacuate at a moment’s notice. Residents
MAY have time to gather necessary items, but doing so is at their own risk. THIS MAY BE THE ONLY NO-
TICE THAT YOU RECEIVE! Emergency services cannot guarantee that they will be able to notify you
if conditions rapidly deteriorate. Area media services will be asked to broadcast periodic updates.

Get alerted about emergencies and other important community news by signing up in Citizen Alert.
This system enables us to provide you with critical information quickly in a variety of situations, such as
severe weather, unexpected road closures, missing persons or evacuations of buildings or neighbor-
hoods.

You will receive time-sensitive messages wherever you specify, such as your
home phone, mobile or business phones, email address, text messages,
and more. You pick where, you pick how.

For more information, please visit https://jacksoncountyor.org/emergency
and click on the “Citizen Alert” link.

YOUT R AN FINES/AF=ANE

Jackson Soil & Water Conservation District (JSWCD) and Fire District 3 hosted a number of learning
tours in areas effected by the Peninger Fire for elementary and middle school students. Representa-
tives from JSWCD, FD3, Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF), and Central Point Police Department
were present to discuss how the area was affected by fire.

The Peninger Fire occurred late afternoon on July 17, 2018 in downtown Cenftral Point; burning over
100 acres of land, numerous out buildings, and damaging a number of homes. With the fire's close
proximity to a busy interstate exchange and well-used Bear Creek Greenway, JSWCD and FD3 took
this opportunity to speak to local students and community members about fire ecology, habitat res-
toration, and what it means to live in an area prone to wildfire.

The main objective of each tour was for students and representatives to discuss the fire's impact on
the land. Students spoke with Central Point Police and an FD3 fire investigator to learn more about
public safety on the Greenway and what it means to be prepared. JSWCD and ODF staff infro-
duced key ecological pieces that make the effects of the fire appear as they do today. Students
learned how trees can tell their life history and record important events. Other key topics included
the adaptations native plants make to help survive and recover after a forest fire, as well as the role
that native and non-native plants play in impacting how a fire burns.

Jewett and Mae Richardson Elementary fifth grade students discussing tree health and evacuations

In Southern Oregon, high temperatures, drought, and wildfire are major concerns in land manage-
ment. For many residents, this summer has been especially trying. Wildfire on your property can alter
the way water moves, how wildlife use your property (including insects, rodents, and birds), and your
property’s resilience to other disturbances (future fires, heavy rain events, wind, and erosion).

For help and resources visit the Natural Resources Conservation Service's After the Fire: Resources for
Recovery. If you are a Jackson County resident, call JSWCD for a free site visit and technical advice.
Visit https://www.nrcs.usda.gov or call 541-423-6159.
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The Home Ignition Zone (HIZ): A Three Step Process

The home ignition zone was created in the late 1990's through experimental research showing how homes
ignite due to radiant heat. What came of this was defining three specific zones around a home.

Immediate zone 0-5 feet from the furthest attached exterior point of the home:

The home and the area 0-5 feet from the furthest attached exterior point of the home; defined as a
non-combustible area. Science tells us this is the most important zone to take immediate action on as it is
the most vulnerable to embers. START WITH THE HOUSE ITSELF then move into the landscaping section of the
Immediate Zone.

Clean roofs and gutters of dead leaves, debris and pine needles that could catch embers.

Replace or repair any loose or missing shingles or roof tiles to prevent ember penetration.

Reduce embers that could pass through vents in the eaves by installing 1/8 inch metal mesh screening.
Clean debris from exterior attic vents and install 1/8 inch metal mesh screening to reduce embers.
Repair or replace damaged or loose window screens and any broken windows. Screen or box-in areas
below patios and decks with wire mesh to prevent debris and combustible materials from accumulating.
Move any flammable material away from wall exteriors — mulch, lammable plants, leaves and needles,
frewood piles — anything that can burn. Remove anything stored underneath decks or porches.

Intermediate zone 5-30 feet from the furthest attached exterior point of the home:
5-30 feet from the furthest exterior point of the home. Landscaping/hardscaping- employing careful land-
scaping or creating breaks that can help influence and decrease fire behavior.

Clear vegetation from under large stationary propane tanks.

Create fuel breaks with driveways, walkways/paths, patios, and decks.

Keep lawns and native grasses mowed to a height of 4 inches.

Remove ladder fuels (vegetation under trees) so a surface fire cannot reach the crowns. Prune frees up
to 6-10 feet from the ground; for shorter tfrees do not exceed 1/3 of the overall free height.

Space frees to have a minimum of 18 feet between crowns with the distance increasing with the
percentage of slope.

Tree placement should be planned to ensure the mature canopy is no closer than 10 feet to the edge of
the structure.

Tree and shrubs in this zone should be limited to small clusters of a few each to break up the continuity of
the vegetation across the landscape.

Extended zone 30-100 feet from the furthest attached exterior point of the home:
30-100 feet, out to 200 feet. Landscaping/hardscaping- the goal here is not to eliminate fire but to interrupt
fire's path and keep flames smaller and on the ground.

* Dispose of heavy accumulations of ground litter/debris.

< Remove dead plant and tree material.

* Remove small conifers growing between mature trees.

* Remove vegetation adjacent to storage sheds or other outbuildings within this area.

e Trees 30 to 60 feet from the home should have af least 12 feet between canopy tops.*

* Trees 60 to 100 feet from the home should have af least 6 feet between the canopy tops.*
*

The distances listed for crown spacing are suggested based on NFPA 1144. However, the crown spacing
needed to reduce/prevent crown fire potential could be significantly greater due to slope, the species of
trees involved and other site specific conditions. Check with your local forestry professional to get advice
on wwhat is appropriate for your property.



